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HOUSEKEEPERS '  CHAT  Thursday,  May  19,  1932. 


FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY 


Subject:     "Living  Porches  and  Slip  Covers  for  Summer." 
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The  Adamses,  who  live  in  the  next  "block  down  the  street  from  our 
house  will  soon  be  moved  out-of-doors. 

Mo,  it's  not  "because  of  a  hard-hearted  landlord.  Mrs.  Adams  is 
the  prime  mover  of  the  Adamses,  and  the  rest  of  the  family  give  her  aid 
and  comfort  and  help  with  the  moving. 

The  Adamses  became  "porch-conscious"  last  year.  It  seemed  to  be 
a  good  idea  at  the  time,  and  one  season1 s  experience  has  turned  them  into 
confirmed  porch  dwellers. 

Let  me  tell  you  about  that  porch  of  the  Adamses.    It  extends 
across  one  side  of  the  house.    The  living  room  opens  on  one  end,  and  from 
the  other  end  a  short  hallway  leads  to  the  kitchen.    You  see  this  arrange- 
ment makes  the  porch  easily  accessible  from  any  part  of  the  house. 

So    their  porch  was  located  right  to  become  the  summer  living  room 
of  the  ftaaily.    But  it  needed  screens  so  that  it  could  become  most  useful 
both  day  and  evening.    Mrs.  Adams  prevailed  on  Jimmy,  the  16-year-old  son 
of  the  family  to  make  frames  to  fit  the  openings  between  the  porch  columns 
and  to  paint  them  a  leaf  green.    Mrs.  Adams  debated,  times  being  what  they 
are,  whether  .to  buy  expensive  screen  wire  that  would  last  for  several  years, 
or  to  choose  a  cheaper  material.    And,  times  being  what  they  are  the  cheaper 
material  won.    The  choice  fell  to  mosquito  netting.    It  is  just  as  good  as 
wire  to  keep  out  the  insects,  so  long  as  it  isn't  torn.    Besides,  it  comes 
in  many  beautiful  colors. 

Mrs.  Adams  chose  a  bright  gold  piece  of  netting  because  the  porch 
is  shaded  and  a  little  dark?:  also  because  the  golden  color  makes  such  a 
lovely  background  for  the  trellis  of  honeysuckle  and  clematis. 


On  the  living  end  of  the  porch,  Mrs.  Adams  placed  a  brown  grass 
rug  bordered  with  gold  stripes.    On  the  chairs  she  put  slip  covers  of  brightly 
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figured  cretonne.    The  swing  "became  a  chromatic  splendor  with  one  cushion 
of  purple  sateen,  the  color  of  the  clematis  "blossoms,  another  of  gold,  and 
a  third  of  green.    Electric  wires  were  extended  from  the  floor  outlets  in 
the  living  room  so  that  the  porch*  could  he  lighted  and  made  usable  at 
night  as  in  the  daytime. 

That  porch  proved  to  be  such  a  delightful  place  that  it  was  the 
informal  community  center  for  our  neighborhood.    Most  any  time  during  the 
hot  days  of  last  summer  one  or  two  neighbors  would  run  over  to  shell  peas, 
string  beans,  darn  socks,  while  they  talked  over  the  news  and  the  fashions* 
Jimmy1 s  friends  claimed  the  Adamses*  radio  took  on  new  tone  when  it  moved 
to  that  porch,  and  some  of  the  young  folks  were  there  every  night.  And 
the  cronies  of  Mr.  Adams  seemed  to  enjoy  their  evening  cigars  better  on 
that  porch  than  in  the  living  room  at  home. 

The  Adamses  experience  reminds  me  of  some  other  friends  of  ours, 
the  Clarks.    The  Clarks  live  on  a  farm.    Any  of  you  brought  up  on  a  farm 
will  understand  when  I  tell  you  that  Mrs.  Clark  and  the  girls  used  to  long 
for  a  cool,  breezy  back  porch  where  they  could  work  and  have  some  .  &f  the 
meals  in  the  hot  weather.    Their  longings  were  answered  last  Summer  when 
Mr.  Clark  replaced  the  old  back  door  step  with  a  large  porch.    He  screened 
it  in,  and  the  family  agreed  it  was  just  what  they  wanted. 

But  after  a  few  days  Mr.  Clark  noticed  that  his  wife  still  worked 
in  the  kitchen  much  of  the  time,  and  that  the  family  ate  supper  in  the 
dining  room  as  always.    He  was  somewhat  disappointed  that  she  did  not  en- 
joy the  new  porch  as  much  as  she  had  expected  to.    True,  it  was  a  comfortable 
place  to  prepare  vegetables  and  wash  the  milk  separator,  but  it  seemed  too 
drab  and  uninteresting  for  a  dining  porch. 

One  of  the  Clark  girls  hit  on  the  solution.     She  was  confident  that 
the  new  porch  could    be  made  an  inviting  place  for  the  summer  meals*  She 
tried  painting  an  old  table  and  some  chairs.    They  made  such  a  difference 
that  she  experimented  some  more,  painting  the  screen  frames  the  same  pale 
green  she  had  painted  the  table  and  chairs.    Yellow  and  white  hollyhocks 
were  planted,  along  with  pink  morning  glories,  at  the  east  end  of  the  porch 
where  the  morning  sun  shone  too  dazzlingly.    At  the  other  end  they  put  up' 
a  rack  for  the  old  trumpet  vine. 

TJhile  shopping  in  town,  Mrs.  Qlark  found  a  piece  of  plaid  waterproof 
material  in  green,  yellow,  and  pink  on  a  cream  background.    It  was  just  the 
thing  for  seat  pads  on  the  green  chairs.     She  bought  enough  to  make  the 
pads,  and  also  to  cut  doilies  for  the  table  so  that  the  tablecloths  could 
be  eliminated.    That  same  day  she  found  in  one  of  the  stores  paper  napkins 
in  delightful  pastel  colors.    There  were  yellow  napkins  with  orange  "borders, 
pink  ones  with  rose,  and  lavendar  squares  edged  in  purple.    Mrs.  Clark 
stocked  up  with  them  and  used  paper  napkins  for  all  meals.    I  don*t  know 
which  she  favored  most  —  the  decorative  effect  of  the  paper  napkins,  or 
the  laundry  work  saved  by  using  them  instead  of  linen. 

The  Clarks  added  the  final  touch  to  the  porches  new  dress  when 
black  tapes  tied  the  cushion's  in  place,  and  a  black  vase  of  an  interesting 
shape  was  stationed  where  its  bouquet  of  fresh  flowers  from  the  garden  would 
be  sure  to  delight  the  eye. 
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My,  ray,  I  see  that  I  have  launched  out  into  a  talk  on  fixing  for 
summer  comfort  and  enjoyment.  So  I  might  as  well  devote  the  rest  of  our 
visit  to  that  subject.  And  what  next  shall  we  talk  about?  Yes,  I  heard 
the  mighty  chorus  SLIP  COVERS . 

All  right,  here  are  some  sensible  pointers  on  that  subject  from  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Home  Economics: 

"With  hot  weather  so  close  upon  us  we  are  thinking  about  how  to 
make  our  home  cool-looking  and  comfortable  on  summer  days.    We  are  somewhat 
tired  of  our  tapestry,  or  mohair  upholstery  in  the  living  room.  Besides 
these  materials  have  a  rough,  wooly  surface  that  feels  warm,  and  the  dark 
colors  keep  reminding  us  of  wintry  days.    Although  very  few  of  us  can  have 
two  sets  of  furnishings  —  one  for  winter  and  one  for  summer  —  many  of  us 
can  have  slip  covers  for  hot  weather. 

"The  living  room  takes  on  an  entirely  different  appearance  when  you 
nake  slip  covers  for  upholstered  furniture.    Removable  coverings  add  variety 
and  help  to  develop  an  entirely  new  decorative  scheme.    They  also  protect 
the  furniture  from  dust  and  the  strong  sunlight  which  is  always  brighter 
in  summer  than  in  winter. 

"Fabrics  and  colors  that  suggest  coolness  are  the  best  choice  for 
summer  furniture  covers.     Chintz,  Belgian  linen,  Jaspe  cloth,  percale, 
gingham,  and  poplin  all  have  a  smooth  finish  and  come  in  a  variety  of  plain 
colors  and  in  many  attractive  combinations.    Besides  looking  crisp  and  re- 
freshing they  are  closely  woven  and  will  keep  dust  from  sifting  through  the 
material  to  theupholstery.    Cretonne  may  be  used  in  some  climates,  but  it 
is  better  for  an  all -year- round  covering  than  it  is  for  extremely  hot  weather, 
because  it  has  a  rather  coarse  weave  and  rough  surface. 

"Slip  covers  are  by  no  means  confined  to  upholstered  chairs  in  the 
living  room.    They  are  equally  desirable  in  bedrooms.    If  the  chair  in  your 
bedroom  is  similar  in  shape  to  the  ones  in  your  living  room  you  may  use  the 
same  land  of  cover  on  both.    But  if  the  chair  is  a  straight  one  like  those 
in  the  dining  room  instead  of  overstuffed  or  upholstered,  small  pads  of  gay 
material  for  the  seat  and  back  will  be  more  attractive  than  a  slip  for  the 
entire  chair. 

"These  pads  are  so  quickly  an*d  easily  made  that  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  how  to  do  them.    Cut  2  or  3  layers  of  cotton  batting  to  fit  the  chair 
seat,  and  cover  them  with  cheesecloth.     Stitch  across  the  pad  twice  each  way 
and  then  around  the  outside  edge.    This  holds  the  cotton  in  place  and  keeps 
it  from  knotting  when  the  pad  is  washed. 

"The  outer  covering  is  merely  a  slip  that  you  may  make  from  almost 
any  washable  material.      Cut  two  pieces  of  cloth  about  l/2  to  3/4  inch  larger 
on  all  sides  than  the  padding.    Stitch  these  together  on  three  sides,  press 
the  seam    open,  turn  the  slip,  insert  the  pad  and  then  close  the  fourth  side. 
Attach  the  finished  pads  to  the  chair  with  twilled  tapes  or  narrow  straps 
of  the  same  material.    They  may  tie  around  the  chair  post,  or  be  just  long 
enough  to  fit  around  it  and  snap  to  the  pad. 
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"For  a  less  tailored  pad  on  the  bedroom  chairs,  or  the  bench  at 
the  dressing  table,  you  nay  finish  the  edge  with  a  narrow  pleated  or 
gathered  ruffle  that  drops  over  the  edge  of  the  seat.    Colored  cording 
in  the  seams  makes  an  interesting  variation  and  helps  to  develop  the  color 
scheme  in  the  room.    The  seam  cording  may  match  one  of  the  colors  in  the 
print.    If  a  plain  material  is  used  for  the  slip  cover,  the  seam  may  be 
finished  in  a  contrasting  color. 

"Dining  rooms  and  breakfast  nooks  seem  cooler  and  more  inviting 
also  when  we  put  light-colored  slips  on  the  chairs.     Slip  covers  in  these 
rooms  are  practical  as  well  as  decorative.    They  preserve  the  wood  finish 
which  is  apt  to  become  dull  after  we  have  stuck  to  it  a  few  times. 

"There  are  many  kinds  of  as lip  covers  suitable  for  these  straight 
chairs.    The  ones  made  in  two  pieces  usually  look  better  and  are  more 
easily  fitted  than  those  that  are  in  one  piece. 

"Small  pads  like  the  one  I  have  just  described  for  bedroom  chairs 
make  most  attractive  summer  dresses  for  the  chairs  in  your  dining  room  or 
breakfast  nook." 
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